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(57) ABSTRACT

An electrically conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite
ink may include a carbon nanotube-metal composite in which
metal nanoparticles are bound to a surface of a carbon nano-
tube by chemical self-assembly. The electrically conductive
carbon nanotube-metal composite ink may have higher elec-
trical conductivity than a commonly used metal nanopar-
ticles-based conductive ink, and may also be used in deform-
able electronic devices that are flexible and stretchable, as
well as commonly used electronic devices, due to the bending
and stretching properties of the carbon nanotube itself.
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1
CONDUCTIVE CARBON NANOTUBE-METAL
COMPOSITE INK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under U.S.C. §119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2010-0014732, filed on
Feb. 18, 2010, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO), the entire contents of which are incorporated by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments relate to conductive carbon nano-
tube-metal composite inks for printed electronics and method
of manufacturing the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, in line with the development of inkjet printing
technology, there has been an increased interest in printed
electronics and research into ink suitable for use in inkjet
printing technology. Various kinds of metal nanoparticle-
based conductive nano-inks, which may be used in an elec-
tronic substrate, are vital in inkjet printing technology. Such
conductive nano-inks may be used as a core material of vari-
ous elements, e.g., electrodes of electronic devices, intercon-
nectors and/or micro-patterned wirings.

To prepare the conductive nano-inks, research into nano-
inks based on gold or silver nanoparticles, which are more
electrically conductive than other metals, is being conducted.
However, the cost of precious metals, e.g., gold and/or silver
is relatively high, and thus, these precious metals have not
been widely used in electronic industries.

SUMMARY

Provided are conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite
inks for printed electronics and method of manufacturing the
same. Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the
description which follows and, in part, will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practice of example
embodiments.

According to example embodiments, a conductive carbon
nanotube-metal composite ink may include a carbon nano-
tube-metal composite including first metal nanoparticles and
a carbon nanotube, wherein the first metal nanoparticles are
deposited on a surface of the carbon nanotube by chemical
self-assembly; and an organic solvent.

According to example embodiments, a method of manu-
facturing a conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink
may include forming a carbon nanotube-metal composite in
an organic solvent by depositing first metal nanoparticles on
a surface of at least one carbon nanotube by chemical self-
assembly to form a solution.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of
example embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a
carbon nanotube-metal composite used in a conductive car-
bon nanotube-metal composite ink, according to example
embodiments; and
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FIG. 2 is an electronic microscopic image of a carbon
nanotube-metal composite prepared according to Preparation
Example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to example embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer to the like
elements throughout. In this regard, example embodiments
may have different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the descriptions set forth herein. Accord-
ingly, example embodiments are merely described below, by
referring to the figures, to explain aspects of the present
description. In the drawings, the thicknesses of layers and
regions are exaggerated for clarity.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. As used herein the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first”, “sec-
ond”, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections, these elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections should not be
limited by these terms. These terms are only used to distin-
guish one element, component, region, layer or section from
another element, component, region, layer or section. Thus, a
first element, component, region, layer or section discussed
below could be termed a second element, component, region,
layer or section without departing from the teachings of
example embodiments.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,” “below,”
“lower,” “above,” “upper” and the like, may be used herein for
ease of description to describe one element or feature’s rela-
tionship to another element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated in
the figures. It will be understood that the spatially relative
terms are intended to encompass different orientations of the
device in use or operation in addition to the orientation
depicted in the figures. For example, if the device in the
figures is turned over, elements described as “below” or
“beneath” other elements or features would then be oriented
“above” the other elements or features. Thus, the exemplary
term “below” can encompass both an orientation of above and
below. The device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of example embodiments. As used herein, the singu-
lar forms “a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
It will be further understood that the terms “comprises”,
“comprising”, “includes” and/or “including,” if used herein,
specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, and/or components, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, components, and/or groups
thereof.

Example embodiments are described herein with reference
to cross-sectional illustrations that are schematic illustrations
of idealized embodiments (and intermediate structures) of
example embodiments. As such, variations from the shapes of
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the illustrations as a result, for example, of manufacturing
techniques and/or tolerances, are to be expected. Thus,
example embodiments should not be construed as limited to
the particular shapes of regions illustrated herein but are to
include deviations in shapes that result, for example, from
manufacturing. For example, an implanted region illustrated
as a rectangle will, typically, have rounded or curved features
and/or a gradient of implant concentration at its edges rather
than a binary change from implanted to non-implanted
region. Likewise, a buried region formed by implantation
may result in some implantation in the region between the
buried region and the surface through which the implantation
takes place. Thus, the regions illustrated in the figures are
schematic in nature and their shapes are not intended to illus-
trate the actual shape of a region of a device and are not
intended to limit the scope of example embodiments.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which example embodiments belong. It will be further under-
stood that terms, such as those defined in commonly-used
dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art
and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly formal
sense unless expressly so defined herein.

A conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink
according to example embodiments may include a carbon
nanotube-metal composite in which first metal nanoparticles
are deposited on a surface of a carbon nanotube by chemical
self-assembly; second metal nanoparticles; and an organic
solvent.

A carbon nanotube (CNT) may exhibit semiconductive
properties and metallic properties according to chirality, and
may have improved electrical characteristics, compared with
commonly used silicon-based electronic devices. In addition,
the CNT is a nano material having improved mechanical
strength, thermal conductivity, and chemical stability.

The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink may
introduce a conductive carbon nanotube in order to have
higher electrical conductivity than that of a commonly used
metal nano-ink. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal com-
posite ink may include the carbon nanotube-metal composite
in which the first metal nanoparticles are deposited on the
surface of the carbon nanotube, the second metal nanopar-
ticles, and the organic solvent.

In the carbon nanotube-metal composite used in the con-
ductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink, the first metal
nanoparticles may be deposited on the surface of the carbon
nanotube by chemical self-assembly.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a
carbon nanotube-metal composite used in a conductive car-
bon nanotube-metal composite ink, according to example
embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, first metal nanoparticles that are func-
tionalized with a compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon
group and a thiol group may be deposited on a surface of a
carbon nanotube to form a self-assembled layer. In particular,
in FIG. 1, silver (Ag) nanoparticles functionalized with ben-
zyl mercaptan may be deposited on the surface of the carbon
nanotube to form a self-assembled layer. However, the carbon
nanotube-metal composite is not limited thereto.

When the first metal nanoparticles are functionalized with
the compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon group and a
thiol group, agglomeration of metal nanoparticles may be
prevented or reduced, and the size of the metal nanoparticles
may easily be adjusted. In this regard, the functionalized first
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metal nanoparticles may be bound to the surface of the carbon
nanotube by the aromatic hydrocarbon group via m- inter-
actions.

The compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon group and
athiol group may include a compound having a substituted or
unsubstituted C4-C,, aryl group and a thiol group. In particu-
lar, examples of the compound having an aromatic hydrocar-
bon group and a thiol group may include benzyl mercaptan,
benzenethiol, triphenylmethanethiol, bromobenzyl mercap-
tan, aminothiophenol, 2-phenylethanethiol, and mixtures
thereof. More particularly, the compound having an aromatic
hydrocarbon group and a thiol group may be benzyl mercap-
tan, but is not limited thereto.

As described above, the first metal nanoparticles function-
alized with the compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon
group and a thiol group may be bound to the surface of the
carbon nanotube by chemical self-assembly, thereby being
uniformly deposited on the surface of the carbon nanotube.

The carbon nanotube used in the carbon nanotube-metal
composite may include at least one selected from the group
consisting of a single-walled carbon nanotube, a double-
walled carbon nanotube, a multi-walled carbon nanotube, a
carbon nanotube bundle, and mixtures thereof.

The first metal nanoparticles used in the carbon nanotube-
metal composite may include silver (Ag), copper (Cu), gold
(Au), nickel (N1), aluminum (Al), platinum (Pt), magnesium
(Mg), palladium (Pd), iron (Fe), and alloys thereof. The func-
tionalized first metal nanoparticles may be prepared by mix-
ing the compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon group and
a thiol group with a precursor containing the metal compo-
nent described above, e.g., chloride, nitride, cyanide, sulfide,
bromate, nitrate, acetate and/or sulfate, and the first metal
nanoparticles may be mixed with a carbon nanotube to pre-
pare a carbon nanotube-metal composite.

The amount of the carbon nanotube-metal composite may
be in the range of about 0.001 to about 10 wt %, for example,
in the range of about 0.005 to about 5 wt %. When the amount
of the carbon nanotube-metal composite is within these
ranges, carbon nanotube-metal composite particles may not
agglomerate with each other, and the conductive carbon
nanotube-metal composite ink may exhibit relatively high
electrical conductivity although a smaller amount of the car-
bon nanotube-metal composite is used.

The second metal nanoparticles used in the conductive
carbon nanotube-metal composite ink may include at least
one selected from the group consisting of Ag, Cu, Au, Ni, Al,
Pt, Mg, Pd, Fe, and alloys thereof. The size of the second
metal nanoparticles may be in the range of about 0.1 to about
100 nm so as to be suitable for use in ink for printed electron-
ics. The second metal nanoparticles may be the same as or
different from the first metal nanoparticles.

The amount of the second metal nanoparticles may be in
the range of about 0.5 to about 20 wt %, for example, in the
range of about 1 to about 15 wt %. When the amount of the
second metal nanoparticles is within these ranges, carbon
nanotube-metal composite particles may not agglomerate
with each other, and the conductive carbon nanotube-metal
composite ink may exhibit relatively high electrical conduc-
tivity without an increase in electric resistance.

To apply the conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite
ink to printed electronics, the dispersity of a solute in the
conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink needs to be
obtained so that the ink may be smoothly ejected from inkjet
nozzles, and the conductive carbon nanotube-metal compos-
ite ink needs to satisty physical properties required for inkjet
printing apparatuses, e.g., viscosity, surface tension and a
boiling point of ink.
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The organic solvent used in the conductive carbon nano-
tube-metal composite ink may include, but is not limited to,
a-terpineol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, ethylene glycol, diethyl-
ene glycol, polyethylene glycol, dimethylformamide, poly(3,
4-ethylenedioxythiophene)-poly(styrene sulfonate), butyl
benzene, methanol, 2-methoxy ethanol, or N-methyl-2-pyr-
rolidone. The organic solvent may be used alone or in a
combination of at least two of these compounds. The amount
of'the organic solvent may be in the range of about 70 to about
99.499 wt %, for example, in the range of about 80 to about
98.995 wt %.

The organic solvent may be a mixed solvent prepared by
mixing a-terpineol and ethylene glycol at a constant ratio. In
this regard, a-terpineol and ethylene glycol may be mixed at
aweightratio in the range of about 70:30 to about 95:5. When
the organic solvent of a-terpineol and ethylene glycol mixed
at such a ratio is used, the ejection performance of the con-
ductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink for inkjet print-
ing may be obtained by adjusting the viscosity and boiling
point of the conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite
ink.

When conductive wirings are formed using the conductive
carbon nanotube-metal composite ink, pores between the sec-
ond metal nanoparticles may be connected by carbon nano-
tubes having a relatively high slenderness ratio, thereby act-
ing as an electrical path. In addition, because the first metal
nanoparticles are uniformly deposited on the surface of the
carbon nanotube, electric contact resistance between the car-
bon nanotubes and the second metal nanoparticles may be
reduced. As a result, the conductive wirings may have rela-
tively high conductivity.

Example embodiments will now be described in further
detail with reference to the following Examples. However,
these examples are for illustrative purposes only and are not
intended to limit the scope of example embodiments.

Preparation Example
Preparation of Carbon Nanotube-Metal Composite

First, 100 ml of ethanol and 1.18 ml of benzyl mercaptan
was mixed, and 0.8 ml of the resultant solution and 100 ml of
ethanol in which 0.34 g of AgNO; was dissolved were mixed
at a molar ratio of benzyl mercaptan to Ag of 1:25 to prepare
white Ag colloid. Subsequently, the mixture was strongly
stirred for about 48 hours, and the resultant solution turned
dark brown, accordingly. As a result, Ag nanoparticles func-
tionalized with benzyl mercaptan were synthesized.

50 mg of a thin single-walled carbon nanotube was mixed
with 400 ml of ethanol, and ultrasonic waves (42 kHz, 560 W)
were applied to the mixture for 20 minutes. Thereafter, 150 ml
of the Ag nanoparticle solution was added to the resultant
mixture, and ultrasonic waves (42 kHz, 560 W) were applied
thereto for 10 minutes. Ultrasonic waves were applied to the
resultant solution by using a bath type sonicator (42 kHz, 135
W) for about 8 hours. The resultant solution was washed with
ethanol and filtered to obtain a carbon nanotube-metal com-
posite in which the Ag nanoparticles were deposited on a
surface of the carbon nanotube.

FIG. 2 is an electronic microscopic image of the carbon
nanotube-metal composite prepared according to Preparation
Example. Referring to FIG. 2, the Ag nanoparticles are uni-
formly deposited on the surface of the carbon nanotube.

Example 1

0.1 g of the carbon nanotube-metal composite of Prepara-
tion Example was mixed with a mixed solution of 82.03 g of
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a-terpineol and 10.87 g of ethylene glycol, and the resultant
solution was stirred while ultrasonic waves (42 kHz, 560 W)
were applied thereto for 20 minutes. Subsequently, 7 g of Ag
nanoparticles each having a diameter in the range of about 1
to about 50 nm were added to the resultant solution, and the
resultant product was ultrasonically fragmented at 540 Watts
for 20 minutes to prepare a conductive carbon nanotube-
metal composite ink.

Example 2

A conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink was
prepared in the same manner as in Example 1, except that 0.03
g of the carbon nanotube-metal composite and 3.5 gofthe Ag
nanoparticles were used.

Example 3

A conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink was
prepared in the same manner as in Example 1, except that 0.01
g of the carbon nanotube-metal composite and 3.5 gofthe Ag
nanoparticles were used.

Comparative Example

A conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink was
prepared in the same manner (the same conditions of the
solvent and the ultrasonic waves) as in Example 1, except that
the carbon nanotube-metal composite was notused, and 7.1 g
of'the Ag nanoparticles was used.

Evaluation of Electrical Conductivity

To evaluate the electrical conductivity of each of the con-
ductive carbon nanotube-metal composite inks of Examples 1
through 3 and the Comparative Example, each conductive
carbon nanotube-metal composite ink was dropped on a slide
glass to make a certain pattern, and the ink was cured at 350°
C. and 450° C. for 1 hour. The formed pattern had a length of
20 mm, a width of 5 mm, and a thickness of 0.001 mm. To
measure a specific resistance value of the formed pattern, a
resistance (R) value of the pattern was calculated using a
four-point probe method. The specific resistance and electri-
cal conductivity of each conductive carbon nanotube-metal
composite ink were calculated using a correction factor con-
sidering the thickness and shape of the pattern and the calcu-
lated resistance value of the pattern, and the results are shown
in Table 1 below.

Equation for specific resistance: p=GxR, G=3.575xt

where p denotes a specific resistance, R denotes a resis-
tance value, G denotes a shape correction factor, and t denotes
the thickness of a pattern)

where o denotes electrical conductivity, and p denotes a
specific resistance.

TABLE 1

Electrical conductivity (S/cm)

350° C. 450° C.
Example 1 5.00 x 10° 5.35x10°
Example 2 4.90 x 10° 5.53x10°
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TABLE 1-continued

Electrical conductivity (S/cm)

350° C. 450° C.
Example 3 4.98 x 10° 5.78 x 10°
Comparative Example 2.39 x 10° 2.38 x 10°

As shown in Table 1, the conductive carbon nanotube-
metal composite inks of Examples 1 through 3, each includ-
ing the carbon nanotube-metal complex, have electrical con-
ductivity that is about two times greater than that of the
conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of Com-
parative Example.

The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite inks of
Examples 1 through 3 have higher electrical conductivity
than a commonly used metal ink when even a smaller amount
of' metal nanoparticles is used. This indicates that the conduc-
tive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of Examples 1
through 3 exhibit higher electrical conductivity, even com-
pared with pure Cu having an electrical conductivity of 5.96x
10° S/cm and pure Ag having an electrical conductivity of
6.29%10° S/cm.

As described above, according to example embodiments,
the conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink may
have higher conductivity than a commonly used conductive
nano-ink based on nanoparticles of metal, e.g., gold and/or
silver, and may be widely used in next-generation electronic
devices for transmitting electricity at a higher frequency and
higher speed, which requires relatively high conductivity. In
addition, the conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite
ink may maintain electrical properties due to the bending and
stretching properties of the carbon nanotube itself, and thus
may be used to prepare deformable conductive wirings. Thus,
the conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink may
also be used in a new concept of deformable electronic
devices that are flexible and stretchable, as well as commonly
used electronic devices.

It should be understood that example embodiments
described herein should be considered in a descriptive sense
only and not for purposes of limitation. Descriptions of fea-
tures or aspects within each example embodiment should
typically be considered as available for other similar features
or aspects in other example embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink
comprising:

a carbon nanotube-metal composite including at least one
carbon nanotube and a self-assembled layer on a surface
of the at least one carbon nanotube, wherein the self-
assembled layer includes first metal nanoparticles;

second metal nanoparticles separate from the carbon nano-
tube-metal composite; and

an organic solvent,

wherein the amount of the carbon nanotube-metal compos-
ite is in a range of about 0.005 to about 5 wt %, the

20

40

45

8

amount of the second metal nanoparticles is in a range of
about 1 to about 15 wt %, and the amount of the organic
solvent is in a range of about 80 to about 98.995 wt %
based on the total wt % of the carbon nanotube-metal
composite, the second metal nanoparticles and the
organic solvent.

2. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 1, wherein the carbon nanotube-metal composite fur-
ther comprises:

a compound having an aromatic hydrocarbon group and a
thiol group functionalized with the first metal nanopar-
ticles,

wherein the functionalized first metal nanoparticles are
deposited on the surface of the at least one carbon nano-
tube to form the self-assembled layer.

3. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 2, wherein the compound having an aromatic hydro-
carbon group and a thiol group comprises at least one selected
from the group consisting of benzyl mercaptan, benzenethiol,
triphenylmethanethiol, bromobenzyl mercaptan, ami-
nothiophenol, 2-phenylethanethiol, and mixtures thereof.

4. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 1, wherein the at least one carbon nanotube comprises
at least one selected from the group consisting of a single-
walled carbon nanotube, a double-walled carbon nanotube, a
multi-walled carbon nanotube, a carbon nanotube bundle,
and mixtures thereof.

5. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 1, wherein the organic solvent comprises at least one
selected from the group consisting of a-terpineol, polyvi-
nylpyrrolidone, ethylene glycol, diethylene glycol, polyeth-
ylene glycol, dimethylformamide, poly(3,4-ethylenediox-
ythiophene)-poly(styrene  sulfonate), butyl benzene,
methanol, 2-methoxy ethanol, and N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone.

6. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 5, wherein the organic solvent is a mixed solvent of
a-terpineol and ethylene glycol.

7. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 6, wherein a-terpineol and ethylene glycol are mixed at
a weight ratio in a range of about 70:30 to about 95:5.

8. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 1, wherein the first metal nanoparticles are deposited on
the surface of the at least one carbon nanotube uniformly.

9. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink of
claim 1, wherein the first metal nanoparticles comprise at
least one selected from the group consisting of silver (Ag),
copper (Cu), gold (Au), nickel (Ni), aluminum (Al), platinum
(Pt), magnesium (Mg), palladium (Pd), iron (Fe), and alloys
thereof.

10. The conductive carbon nanotube-metal composite ink
of'claim 1, wherein the second metal nanoparticles comprise
at least one selected from the group consisting of silver (Ag),
copper (Cu), gold (Au), nickel (Ni), aluminum (Al), platinum
(Pt), magnesium (Mg), palladium (Pd), iron (Fe), and alloys
thereof.



